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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, PPOR, ELTN, US, UK, UR, PR, WB, GW, GE 
SUBJECT: REICHSBAHN TARIPP 

REF: (A) USBER 1279 DTG 1 1 1605Z MAY 77 

1 . UK, US AND FRENCH REPS TO BONN GROUP HAVE DISCUSSED 
NEXT STEPS IN HANDLING THE REICHSBAHN REQUEST POR 
TARIPP INCREASES POR ALLIED MILITARY TRAINS AND HAVE 
REACHED CONSENSUS ON POLLOWING POINTS: 

A. THE APRIL 5 SOVIET APPROACH, WHEN ANSWERED BY 
ALLIES, WILL CONSTITUTE A SATISPACTORY POUR-POWER 
UMBRELLA FOR DIRECT TECHNICAL NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN 
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REICHSBAHN AND BUNDESBAHN. 

B. WE ARE PREPARED TO ALLOW TECHNICAL NEGOTIATIONS 
TO CONSIDER AN INCREASE IN THE ALLIED PREIGHT TARIFP 
ONLY. DISCUSSIONS OP CHANGING THE PRESENT PROCEDURES 
UNDER WHICH THE REICHSBAHN RECEIVES NO COMPENSATION POR 
PASSENGER TRAINS WOULD REQUIRE A CLEARER SOVIET INVOLVE- 
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MENT THAN CAN BE READ INTO THE APRIL 5 STATEMENT, AND 
SUCH A CHANGE WOULD THUS NOT BE NEGOTIATED. 

C. IN ORDER TO BUILD A RECORD, THE ALLIES SHOULD 
RESPOND IN WRITING TO THE SOVIET APPROACH AND SHOULD 
STATE THAT THE BUNDESBAHN IS AUTHORIZED TO DISCUSS WITH 
THE REICHSBAHN A POSSIBLE INCREASE IN THE TARIEF PAID 
FOR FREIGHT TRAINS. THE RESPONSE SHOULD BE BUSINESS- 
LIKE AND IN A EORM THAT THE SOVIETS WOULD NOT FIND 
UNACCEPTABLE. IT WAS AGREED THAT THE ALLIED MISSIONS 

IN BERLIN ARE BEST QUALIEIED TO DRAFT A PROPOSED REPLY 
AND, UNLESS USBER OR THE DEPARTMENT OBIECTS, WE SUGGEST 
THAT USBER COORDINATE WITH THE OTHER BERLIN MISSIONS IN 
PREPARING THE REPLY. 

D. THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THE TARIFE INCREASE 
SHOULD ALSO BE NEGOTIATED; THE BUNDESBAHN SHOULD NOT 
BEGIN WITH ACCEPTANCE OF THE FEBRUARY 1 DEADLINE. 

2. THERE WAS SOME DISCUSSION WHETHER THE ALLIES SHOULD 
SEEK TO OBTAIN A WRITTEN ANSWER FROM THE SOVIETS TO 
OUR RESPONSE TO THEIR APRIL 5 APPROACH AS WELL AS 
WHETHER, AND IF SO HOW, THE ALLIES SHOULD ATTEMPT TO 
ENSURE THAT WHATEVER THE REICHSBAHN AND BUNDESBAHN 
AGREE TO IS FORMALLY RATIFIED BY THE FOUR POWERS. WE 
APPRECIATE THAT ANY ATTEMPT TO ACCOMPLISH THE FOREGOING 
MAY ENCOUNTER SOVIET OPPOSITION, BUT THERE WAS A BELIEF 
THAT, AT A MINIMUM, WE SHOULD AT THE CONCLUSION OF 

THE NEGOTIATIONS AGAIN GO TO THE SOVIETS, IN WRITING, 
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TO PROPOSE FOUR-POWER ACCEPTANCE OF THE RESULTS OF THE 
NEGOTIATIONS. 

3. THE ABOVE APPROACH WILL BE DISCUSSED IN THE BONN 
GROUP THIS WEEK, AND WE WILL ALSO CONSIDER THE REMAINING 
QUESTIONS IN PARAGRAPH THREE OF REFTEL,I.E., THE 
QUESTION OF A CONCRETE TARIFF PROPOSAL FROM OUR SIDE 
AND THE PRACTICAL FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR THE OCB. 
ASSUMING AGREEMENT THAT PAYMENT OF TARIFFS FOR PASSEN- 
GER TRAINS SHOULD NOT BE NEGOTIATED, THERE WILL PRESUM- 
ABLY BE NO REASON TO REGARD THE BUNDESBAHN/REICHSBAHN 
NEGOTIATIONS AS A PRECEDENT WHICH MIGHT BE APPLIED TO 
THE AUTOBAHN TRAVEL. 

4. WE WOULD WELCOME COMMENTS FROM USBER OR THE DEPART- 
MENT ON THE APPROACH OUTLINED ABOVE. 

STOESSEL 
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